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Z ‘/i essage A few months ago | had a chat with someone about
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most special occasionGraduationWell, not yetAweddingd 2 5 ¢S Qf € & | reafly F2 NJ
spectacularHer children finally unpacked the china set to use at the reception after her memorial
service.

celebration even in the midst of abundance. 2012 will no doubt have its share of trouble and
disappointments. But on occasions when we are blessed, may we break out the good gifts with whic
have been blessed and savor the moments. And may it be a year to offer the best in ourselves.

With Great Hope,

Rev. Nathan Miller
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From the Rev. Chris Gilmore

It is with bittersweet feelings | write to share with th
friends and family of FCC that | am resigning from
staff to accept a position as Interim Minister at the
Kirk of Bonnie Brae UCC in Denver, CO. While | a
excited to begin my new position, my heart is also
heavy in thinking about saying goodbye. | have

enjoyed these past 2 plus years in Greeley very much.

Getting to know many of the youth as well as so
many members and friends of the church has bee
worth making the drive from Boulder each Sunday
morning. | will treasure these years fondly and do
hope that our paths will cross many times in the
coming years. While my ministry at the new churck
starts relatively quickly, | will be in Greeley on Sun
afternoons to continue working with some of the
INRdzLJA LQ@S 6SSy | LI NJ
and will be joining everyone at the annual meeting
share some reflections and joys about my time he
do hope | will have the chance to say goodbye to
many of you in person in the coming weeks.

Blessings,

Chris
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Dick Einerson Away in January

January in Scottsdale, AZ. He and

at work February 1. If there is need to

Dick Einerson is spending the month of

Carolyn had a family reunion December
24-27 in Sun City Grand. He will be back

contact him, his email is rceinerson@msn.com, cell

phone 970371-6399.

Rev. Miller to

Attend UCC Gathering
Rev. Nathan Miller will travel
to Palo Alto for a gathering of
UCC clergy serving large
churches in the Western
region. He will leave Sunday afternoon, January
22, and return to the office on Wednesday,
January 25.
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ADULTS MINISTRY
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Senior High Youth Group
January 8, 4:00 p.m.
Pizza & Movie Night

January 22, 4:00 p.m.
Volleyball in the Gym

January 29, 4:00 p.m.
Youth Group Reunion
G Af) DRtdam surrénkydutheodp 2 F
members are invited for dinner,
Wii darts and bowling and
to say goodbye to Chris.
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XYZ Group
January 8
Meet in the conference room
after church for lunch and discussion.
Topic: Different Theories of Atonement

January 22, 5:30 p.m.
Dinner and Discussion
Topic: Sabbath Time

Sunday School Teachers Needed
We are currently in neec Y s
of people to teach or %OP\ C’S’o
help with Sunday Schoc /
classes between Januar /—' > §
and May. There is a sig! } N ‘
up table in the hallway cachthe
outside Chadwick, and E)%‘lte\rnen /

we welcome you to sign

up for as much or as little time as you choose.
If you have questions, please see Pastor Erik.
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Celebration
Gifts

1 To the organ fund from LaVerne Corlis, in

special person

1 To the organ fund from Frank and Donna
Lakin, to celebrate their children and
grandchildren

We continue to accept gifts in celebration of | |
accomplishments and joys of your loved ones
Look for the bright pink gift envelopes in the pews!

Pledge Update
We have received pledges to cover 75% of
our goal for 2012!We hope to receive
another 80 pledges that could fully fund our
HAOMH
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totaling $443,435If

you have returned
your pledge card,
THANK YOU! EVERY
GIFT COUNTS&bor
those who haven't
returned your pledge
card, you can drop it in
the offering plate or
mail it to the church
office. Didn't get a card or lost yours? Extras
are on the table in the narthex.

Associate Pastor Search Committee Update
Our search committee appears to be on target to have the church pro
completed and ready to review by the Cabinet for their meeting on
January 11. If you would like an electronic or papapy of the finished

work in the life of our

appreciation of Polly Cronin for being such a
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Prayer Chain Coordinator Needed

After coordinating the prayer chain for 5 1/2

years, Marcia Osborn has decided to retire

from this position and is looking for someone to

take over this important

ERQ%,
congregation. She will /

be happy to share her

notebook and all of the a
information she has
collected over the years
and will work with the

new person to ensure a

L

smooth transition. Please call Marcia at 352
4668 if you are willing to be a part of this
ministry or if you have questions about what is
involved with the position.
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Directory, so please get your 2012 rosters
with meeting dates and times in to the offige
as soon as possible!

@)

PASTORAL

SEARCH COMMITTEE

profile, please feel free to contact Carol Thompson via email

at carol@firstconggreeley.cowr by phone at 353828 ext. 25We anticipate the profile will be ready for
distribution by the middle of Januaryhis will mark the completion of our first big milestoiée are
looking forward to our next step of meeting with Tom Rehling, our Rocky Mountain Conference Minister, to

begin reviewing approved candidate profiles.

T Sarah Sasaki, Chair
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New Adult Ed Study Begins January 15
Sunday Mornings at 9:15Grace Hall

The Heart of Christianity
by Marcus Borg

Led by Cindy Dallow

Bibles and Brews
Tuesday evenings at 6:30
Crabtree Brewery
625 3rd St. #D, Greeley

Luther College Nordic Choir
Sunday, January 29, 7:00 p.m.
First Congregational UCC Sanctuary

Luther College Nordic Choir, one of the top college
choirs in the nation, will perform in our sanctuary
on Sunday, January 29, at 7:00 p.m. The
performance by this 68hember choir is open to

the public. Tickets are $15 for adults and $8 for
students and are available for sale in the church
office. Our church has only 100 tickets for sale,
available on a firstcome, firstserved basis!

Nordic Choir, founded in 1946, enjoys acclaim as a
premier collegiate choral ensemble in the U.S. This
O2y OSNII A& LINI 2F GKS
Colorado. The choir tours annually and has
performed around the world as well as throughout
the U.S.
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The choir is conducted by Allen Hightower,
director of choral activities and professor of music

at Luther.

Annual Congregational Meeting
Wednesday, January 18, 6:45 p.m.
Chadwick Hall

There was a young man in a confirmation class
decades agd-e wanted to know the difference

between our church (part of the congregational
tradition in the United

Church of Christ) and the

Methodists and

Presbyterians and Roman

Catholics. After a rather

long and detailed explanation of what set us ap3
his eyes were glazing ovérstopped to ask if my
mini-lecture made sensé { dzZNBE > ¢ K&5
@2dz KI @S | ye 2K SNlodkets
Fd YS gFNAf@T {2220
aSiK2RA&ada I yR
Perceiving that my homily had not achieved the
desired impact, | shortened my answer to one
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While not quite the definitive difference, it is an
important blessing of our church traditioRower
to determine the direction and practice of our
ministry lies with the gathered congregation. We
have a structure to carry out those ministries
through staff, the Cabinet and our various Missid
Groups. But all these smaller groups are
empowered by the will and support and prayers
the congregation.

Though there are occasional special meetings of

the congregation, we meet every January to rev
and celebrate our missioiWe receive the reports
of our Mission Groups, and we support our
ministries with a funding plan (budget). It is a tim
to recognize those who have served faithfully an
lift up those whom we elect to positions of
leadershipNot all church traditions trust their
membership with such deep responsibility and
profound accountability to the Holy Spirlt.is a

legacy that stretches all the way back to the
Midiis O / K2ANDa 02dzNJ 27

So please plan to join us for our 142nd Annual

Congregational Meeting oNVednesday, January
18, at 6:45 in Chadwick Hall.dinner will be serve
at 6:00. If you plan to join us for dinner, please s
dzLJ 42 6SQff (1y26 K2g

\

®
t NBaoeil

n

of

ew

e
d

ign
Y dzO




